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Reunion...Dallas.... The Greatest!
By John Eberwine
The reunion of the 22™ Infantry
Regiment  Society that was held in
Dallas/Ft Worth from May 13 to 16", 1999
was outstanding!
Table of Contents
Reunion.Dallas.... The Greatest! .. .. 1
Spavky's Reunion Thoughts ... ... 1
Bravo’s Lone Soldier ... ... 2
A Woman's Viewpoint ... ... .. .. 3
Irom: Rudisilli@aol.com . ... .. 3
Terry Rudisill’s Thoughts ... 3
Rorchert Remembering Burt .. 3
Jim Frost Remembers Dallas .. ..., 4
From: Rudisilll@aol.com ..... .. .. S
From: "Marcus Burk" . ... ... ... .. 5
Norman's Reflections .. ... .. . .. 5
From: Chuck Boyle ... .. ... . . 6
Four Man Reunton . .. ... .. .. 6
Absolution ... ... 7
A New Perspeetive ..o 7
Help in Atlantic City ... 7
What A Feeling .. -7
27 Tane Better A 7
What We Are All About''t 8
Ihe Rules Of Combat ... ... 8
PBubba's Rationale . . -9
A Repeat Speech . 9
Healng! S 10
Jun Nelson's Newest Art Show . . 11
25th Infantry Division Reunion .. 11
22" RS Next Reunion in Atlantic City -
Oct 12-15.2000 . 11
Taps 12
New Fmd 00000000 o o0 12
Short s Looking Forward to Atlantic City
o 12
What Have T Got Mysell Into? ... I3
Fort Sam tlouston ... ... ..., 13
From Bradley Hull R 13
Another First Reunton - Mike Groves
. 14
From the Prestdent I
[Teroar Frre Support Base Burt t
IN MEMORY OF 13
The Moving Wall 16
LOSTIN DALLAS o 16
Otticers of the VietNam Triple Deuce

|
!
l

Even thought Cindy and 1 arrived
(layovers, holdovers, doors that wouldn’t
open on the plane) at approximately 2:00
AM on Friday morning, scven guys were
waiting for us to wclcome us; and what a
welcoine it was.

Chuck Boyle, Steve “Missippi”
Rye, Charlic Brown, Don Hildebran, Johcl
Coward, Larry “Spanky” Pcckham and
Marcus Burk had a trash can full of beer
and the loudest voices I'd ever heard!
Why, we had security crash (gently) the
Presidential Suite three times before
requesting that we leave, so we went on a
little recon mission and took the party out
to Charlie Brown’s recreational vehicle, a
fifty-five footer parked behind the hotel
and we partied until 5 AM. Then, we had
to be back up for the 22" IRS general
meeting at 8 AM sharp. No wonder I
voluntecred to hold the Oct 2000 reunion
in Atlantic City........if we're not gonna
sleep, we may as well be in the town that
never sleeps!

For mc this rcunion will always
remain extra special, for it marked the first
time in 31 years that T saw my two closest
fricnds, Don Hildebran and Herb Mock.
From the time Dave Ditch was killed on
March 13, 1968 until und Scptember 1968
when I left. Don, Herb and I were alinost
alwavs together on point.

Flying back from Dallas, 1 finally
realized why. for the first 28 years afler
returning home, 1 Aad not tried to find
anyone from my tour in VietNam......... 1
was afraid that 1 would find out that either
Don or Herb, or both, had not made it
home. They both were duc to rotate home
2 months after mc. | thought about them
many tunes for 28 vears. but couldn’t bring
mysclf to attempt to locate them

- When John Clemente called mein
Mas 1995 (my first contact with anvone |
knew in VietNam) I then became awarc
that Don and Herb had made it home
safelv. A great sense of relief and joy swept
over me. however. it was still over a vear

I

later until I would find Don, and then
another ycar to find Herb.

The third guy I thought about all
those years was Larry Baker, whom I
finally was able to locate in late 1996,
Larry and I haven’t been able to hook up
yct, in person, but we will before iy time
is up, I’ve no doubt about it.

Other than the tine I spend with
Cindy and Rosie, the greatest joy 1 get out
of life now, is to help put men in touch
with those they have thought about for
30+ years. The sight of Dave Binder and
Jerry Dorr hearhugging brought tears to
my eyes. Spanky Peckham crying and
hugging me while telling me, “Thanks for
setting me straight about getting to the
reunion and not worrying about riding mv
hike across country”, was like being
awarded the AMedal of Honor. Jerry
Rudisill and Ted Angus, reunited at last.
Jim Frost with his first squad lcader Joe
Dictz. Marcus Burk with his squad guys.
Al Wetzel with all his Alpha Company
men. The list goes on, and on, and on.

Come to the next reunion in
October 2000 in Atlantic City, and your
name, along with your buddy’s, will be
here!

I nced to borrow Chuck Boyvlc's
opening line [romn his Gettyshurg Addresy.
“Lord, it is so_good to be here today”™, for
10 be ablc to play a part in thcse most
miraculous events is an extraordinary
feeling that I'd never want to pass up.

Over the years, 1 would
sometimes wonder why? ... why did |
make it and not others? Then along came
Cindy: then 1 started to find Triple Deuce
men; then along came Rosie; and then |
knew..... why.. .. I was spared!

Spanky’s Reunion Thoughts
by Larry Spanf Peckhain
The Reunion
Datc:06/03/1999 6:49:30 AN
Hi Johu (Eberwine). 1 have been
thinking about you asking us to put down
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in writing what the reunion meant to each
of us, well here gocs.

At first I was not too interested in
the rcunion itsclf but was using it as an
cxcuse to ride my Harley from LA to
Dallas. When that fell apart I nearly let it
pass Then vou gave me a butt chewing
about the meaning of the reunion and said
"I gnarantee yon that you'll be glad yon
came”  ‘The first day I knew you were
right 1 thought it would be a bunch of old
farts trving to hold on to the past. Instead
I found some of the fincst people I could
imagine

The first dav (Thursday) was just
trving to remember names and faces. It
was obvious that there was a bond there
that had never awakened in me until that
day. Then 1 became acquainted with
people I remembered. from long ago. and
their familics and found them all to be finc
folks  whose company [ thoroughly
cnjoyed. The friendships were immediate
and passionate. It was as though we had
aft been through so many meinorics, both
good and bad, that gave us feclings of
pride, patriotism and love,

The characters were profound -
Steve Missippi Rye, Charlie Brown, Chuck
Boyle. Norman Nishikubo and his wife,
Lloyd Pineapple Marshall, Marcus Burk,
Awb Norris, The Miedecma's, The Lewis',
and John and Cindy Fberwine to name just
a few

The slide show and its storics
brought back the horrors and losses we all
shared [ was moved by the young soldiers
from the current 22nd Regiment. the older
gentlemen from WW I and all the stories
oftragedy, fear and cven guilt. No hostility
or anger was seen gs we all shared in this
brief moment of fellowship and respect.

The most cmotional moment for
me was when I'saw Sgt. Robin Harrington.
I had received a letter from Art Peterson €
2122 1" Pltn) just a few days after the
Thanksgiving 1967 ambush that told of
the deaths of Harrington, Denny Estes, Lt
Mivnarski and LU VanPatten. | cried like
a baby when we met and he (Harrington)
told me of how he had gotten hmmself out
of there belore our grtillers pounded the
place and how he had spent 4 year In 4
fospital m FU Benmng recovermg from
his wounds. I was so plad 10 see that he
wonderful wife who Joves him
dearly. has o familv.  including
orpndchildren 2nd hos had o good life.

has a
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When Chuck Boyle was talking
about FSB Burt and what so many 1nen
had donc that day, he brought out a salicnt
point when he said that they were not
fighting for any pelitical cause but "for
eacliother”. On the last day I met two guys
from Wisconsin that shared my feclings
and we all came to the conclusion that the
greatest tributc we can give to those who
didn't comc home was to "be the best
people we possibly can.” That pretty much
sumuncd up the rcunion for me. That
realization that we will always owe our
fallen comrades a duty to uphold the
American principals of freedom, to respect
their sacrifices and to live cach day with
dignity and in honor to their memory:,

I cannot thank all of you enough,
who did so much to put the rcunion
together and for making the cffort and
getting as many of us therc as possible,
For sharing with us the vision that you had
found at some timge in your past that there
will never be a greater bond than that
which is sharcd by men who have fought
and faced death together, Bless you all and
God speed.

Larry “Spanky” Peckham 75-693 Pa’Ai
Place, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
E-mail:appraiseri¢cithawait. net

Bravo’s Lone Soldier
bv Robert £30h Price
May 28, 1999
It has been morc than one weck
since our reunion in Dallas ended and [ am
still thinking of the great time that both
Sunsan and 1 had. T am really looking

fonvard to our next rennion in the falt of

2000, 1 Atlantic City. NI

Although T was the only member
at the reunion from Bravo Company of The
Triple Deuce, from the Battalions 4 %
vears m VietNa, [ felt completely at
home with my new friends from Charlic
and Alpha Companics. I want to cspecially
thank John Eberwine. Brad Hull, Bill
Allison, Awb Norris, Jim Frost, Jo¢ Dietz,
Dave Milewski. Jim Nelson,  Norm
Nishikubo and their wives for inaking both
Susan and [ feel more than welcome. 1 also
want 1o thank Brad Hull and John
Eberwine along with Bill Schwindt of €
3/22 for their offer in helping me to locate
members of Bravo Company. hopefully
many  of which will attend our next
reinion

July 4, 1999

Thiis was my first reunion and it
certainly will not be my last. Many times
in the past 1 have tried to explain to
people the special bond that Infantrymen
from VietNam had with each other, Most
times people just did not understand the
trust that we had in each other and the
security that no matter how bad things
were, somcone was coming {o get you.
Like all Infantrymen, we bitched and
moaned over many of the things that we
had to do. but we stuck together and did
whatever was necessary in order to get
each other home safely.

I myself have attended a number
of mectings with local veterans
organizations but never felt the closeness
and pride that I felt at the Dallas reunion.
Being in a room with that many highly
decorated Infantrymen instilled a great
fecling of pride. Too many times in other
veterans  organivations, the non-
combatanis who rarcly, if cver, saw a shot
fired become the "war heroes." No one at
our rcunion had to tell phony war storics,
we had all been therc together, canic
home, and most have gone on to lcad
successful lives.  Sitting there at the
reunion watching Bill Allison's and Jerry
Dorr's shide shows and listening to
cveryone's recollections of Soui Tre in
March'67, the major base camnp enconnter
in Nov. '67 (Thanksgiving), Soui Cnt
(I'SB Burt) on Jan. Ist/2nd '68 and the
Battle of Good Friday in Apr. '68. was an
event no former Triple Deuce member or
their famitics should miss.

There were two other memorable
cvents at the Saturday night rennion
dinner: World War 11 Veteran. Tom
Reid's speech honoring VietNam veterans
was heartwarming, and Lt. Gordon Kelly's
speech reliving the Battle of Soui Cut
(FSB Burt) was rivcting,

I think that this rcunion helped
Susan, my fiancée, realize why I am so
proud of miy tour of duty in VietNam with
the men of the Triple Deuce. Most of us
were innocent young men when we were
sent to VietNam and certainly did not
want to be there. When we got there in
September of 1907, the lcadership we
cncounttered. led by Coloncl Awb Norris
and his ofleers, along with the soon
departing "boat people"” (original Triplc
Deuce meinbers in VietNam) instilled 1o
us the knowledge we necded to hopefully
survive our tour in VietNam I'm sure afl
of von thank God for those ot us who
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made it home alive and have never
forgotten our brothers who died beside us
in VictNam. I want to cspecially remember
the following members of Bravo Company,
2nd Platoon, Triple Deuce (9/67 - 9/68)
who died in VietNam, Anderson Turner,

Robert Campbell, Steve Linna, Dan
Vannoy, Thomas Ross and Joseph
Strippoli.

! hope that this letter has

portrayved the fantastic feclings that the
Dallas reunion has left in me and
encourages all members of the 22nd
Infantry  Regiment Society and The
VietNam Triple Deuce Association to
attend our next reunion. Hopefully we'll
find many more members to join our
socicty.  especially  those from Bravo
Company of The Triple Dcuce, so that our
next rcunion in Atlantic City is even
greater than Dallas,

Thanks again to cveryone for
their hospitality and friendship. Yours
truly,

Bob Price, Bravo Co.2/22 2nd Pltn
9767 - 9/68 1811 Gardenia Ave
North Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516-623-9253

cmail: Bob222bcoi@aol com

A Woman’s Viewpoint
by Susan Belhieei
Mayv 28. 1999

Dear John and Cindy.,

1 had a wonderful time at the
Dallas reunion and 1 cnjoyed meeting
evervone and making friends. From the
minute we arrtved. evervone made us fecl
right at home. and all the ladies made me
feel Tike part of the family. It was a great
experience and am very glad that Bob
asked me to join hinn

I knew  how important this
reunton was for Bob because he was going
to be with other people who he could relate
to and share his stories of VietNam with.
I knew it was goiug to be a very emotional
experience for him Little did I know that
it would also bc a very cmotional
experience for me. one filled with tears
and fanghier and one that T will never
torgat

Bob has alwavs talked to mc
about what it was like in VietNam. I'm
very happy that he 1s able to share that part
of his life with me T really feel for those
who haven't been able to open up and
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share becausc it is all part of the healing
process. My brother went to VietNam
when [ was 10 ycars old. He came back
with no physical scars, but if there are any
scars on the inside, that remains a secret (o
him because he never really talks about it.

Attending this reunion with Bob
has given mc a better understanding of
what he went through. I have always been
pround of him, and have great respect for
him for doing what his country asked of
him and putting his life on the line. This
reunion has deepened that sense of pride
and respect.

I was very touched by the stories
that were shared at the rcunion and the
display of love and respcct you guys have
for each other. Listening to and watching
the slide presentation was very cmotional
and a rcal cducation. While [ can never
really  know first hand what you
experienced over there, 1 have a better
sense of what it must have been like in the

jungles of VietNain.

This rcunion has confirmed
somcthing I alrcady knew: that a lot of
men, in spite of what they went through in
VictNam, picked up the picces of their
lives when they came home and went on to
lead very productive lives.

While I know that Bob had a great
time at this rcunion, I pray that he will
have the opportunity to be reunited with
men he served with in Bravo Co.. Triple
Dcucc at the next reunion. He has a lot of
work ahcad of him, but I have every
confidence that he will be able to get in
touch with some men and get them to the
next reunion. and I intend to help him in
any way that T can.

I can't tell vou enough what 4
terrific time 1 had in Dallas. Thank vou
again for making me fecl welcome and |
am looking forward to secing cveryone at
the rcunion in Atlantic City.

Warm rcgards, Susan Bellucci
(the future Mrs. Bob Price)
SuzieQl8@aol.com

From: Rudisilll@aol.com
To: vietver222/¢juno.con
Date: Tue. 18 Mas 1999 123400 EDT

John & Cindy:

Wow. what a week-end. It will
take me some time to recover. [ got back
to Portland at 11 am on Sunday
morning. Just in time to start celebrating
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Desi's birthday with her two sisters, onc
brother, mom, aunt, and 12 of her
fricnds at a swimming party at our club,
The beat just kept on going. I will writc
back to you with my reflections of the
reunion. [ am still irying to recover
fromn the fun week-end. It was so great
1o sec and talk to everyone. Love you
guys,

Jerry

Jerry Rudisili’s Thoughts
Mon, 31 May 1999 17:38:59 <0400

Idid a lot of talking and listening
at the reunion. A couple of the best
storics I heard at the reunion are:

Gordon Kclley was the Charlic
2/22 Company Cowmmander when this
story happencd.

It scems the company was
running along a road when they started
receiving fire from a village. Gordon
Kelley ordered his men to return fire, and
they were replying to the incoming rounds
with  plenty of outgoing fire. The
battalion commander was flying over and
called down to Kelley and asked him what
he was doing and said, "That village is
friendly." There was silence on the radio
for a few seconds, and then Gordon
Kclley. in that unmistakable baritonc
voicc came back with. "Well sir, they may
be friendly to vou, but they arc shooting
atuns”

The other story was about on¢ of
the guyvs who had been in VictNamn for
over six months when he gets a letter
from a bill collector about a bill. He wrote
the guy back that he was sorry he had not
paid the bill. Tt had slipped by before he
was shipped to VietNam. He had the
money in cash and would be happy to pay
him if be would just come pick it up.

Jerry Rudisill C 2/22 3™ Pitn 9/67-9/68
701 E 27" Street, Vancouver, WA 98003
Tel 360-993-4998 E-mail:
rudisill ] caol.com

Borchert Remembering Burt
by Steve Borchent
FFrom Sjborch3 1 aol com
To' viervel222% nmo.com
Date Wed. 26 May 1999 22:48:24 ED]
Subjeet: My mght at Fire Support Base
Burt
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First of all I really didn't know it
was called Burt until 1 was found by

3/22) and talking on the phone with Bill
Allison. All these years I just called it
Soui Cut, we were pretty much in the dark
about things on the medic track anyway,
most of the time anyway.

Together Then...............

Together Again!............... Thanks for Being There & Welcome Home!

us while we where loading the medivac

| choppers.
e3222locate@aol.com (Bill Schwindt C |
all our papcr work f{inished up we took the

Our night began when they |

started to walk mortars across
perimeter of the base camp. We pulled our
ramp up and closed the top hatch. About a

the |

minute later, we took a direct hit fromonc |

of the mortars that blew the antenna off
and destroyed niy
listening to Johnny Carson at night. With
the antenna gone we had no radio contact
with the rest of the company. Afier the
mortars quit and since the track had no
wav of communicating I (there were 3
other medics; John Connors, mysclf and 2
more) moved the track behind the fronl
line of tracks down by the road were
Charhie Company 2/22 was located. We
had no idea at that time just how intense
the situation was down along the road.

John and [ got out of the track
and went to the back doors of the tracks
asking if anvbody necded help. The very
(st track happened to be Lt. Kclley's.
Fortunately for me 1 looked cnough like a
friendly he didn’t pull the trigger on the
45 cal. pistol he had pointed at my head as
he opened the door. This all
before Charlic Company. 2" Platoon lost
the 2 tracks by the road.

Not too much later we started
receiving men that needed first aid, and
even more intensive medical treatment, (0
the point that we had to move them up to
HH were Doc Cover was located. From
this focation. they {inally were moved onto
medivacs back to a hospital. This was iny
sccond chance at being shot. When the
helicopters were getting close 1 had a
strobe light to hold up to guide them in to
the LZ. (Editors note. Wavne Crash Coc,
onc of the first helicopter pilots on the
scene that night. wrote a story a few years
ago  about IFSB Burt and the
cxtraordinartly brave man who stood out.
amidst all the intense enemw five, with a
the medivac and
resuppls choppers ) My memory says it
was 12 wounded walking and litter; | later
found a note saving 1t was 32 walking and
17 hitter We also didn’t know until later
that morning that the VO had penetrated
our hines durmy the night and were behind

strobe 1w gude

personal radio for

happened !

Later that morning after we got

track back down to where we had it parked
during most of the firefight. Now, for the
first time in 31 years, after attending the
rcunion in Dallas and seeing the slide
show, [ have finally realized where all the
beehive darts in our c-rations and water
cans came from.

Anyway that’'s my
what I can remember.

The rcunion was great, 1 was glad
I was able to make it. Thanks to the 2 Bills
(editors note: Bill Schwindt and Bill
Allison), John Eberwine, Norm Nishikubo,
and Awb Norris for getting the information
1o me to make it so.

Thank You.
Steve Borchert  HHC  2/22nd  Mcch
Infantry, Medic (mostly Charlic Company)
7/67-7/68 - 6603  Coldstrcam Dr.
Pasadena, TX. 77505 - sjborchS 1 @@aol.com
281-487-2923(night) 713-336-5383(day)

story from

Jim Frost Remembers Dallas
John,

1 finatly picked up my developed
pictures of the Dallas reunion. Have to put
them into my reunion photo album. As |
look at how nice the picturcs came out, I
cannot forget what a good time Jill and I
had at the reunion. The picturcs showed so
many new faces. T hope T can remember
the names in the pictures.

After | complcted putting all the
picturcs into my photo album. T started
looking back into my book and stopped to
reflect on the Gettysburg reunion, and the
Jim Nelson Art show held at the VietNam
Art Mcmorial Gallery in Albany, NY.
“What great memorics.”

Now that the Dallas reunion has
conc and gone my memorics will last a
lifeume. 1 can still  remember the
excitement  flving mto the Dallas/Fort
Worth airport on Thursday, and arriving
by shuttlc at the Holiday Inn. Many Triple
Dencers and their family members were
standing outside and 1nside the entrance to
the Inn - Awb Norris was greeting evervone
b twgging or shaking hands. He sure 1s a
great teader | thought to myselt” what a
great way o start this reunion.

Bill and Martha John Atlison
were nrganizing groups of guests to go ont
1o eat like they did in Gettysburg,. Jill and
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I quickly signed up at the registration
room and went up to our room. Arriving
back at the lobby Norm Nishikubo told me
that my squad leader Joe Dietz (who 1
finally found after 30 years) was already
registered and was in the hospitality room.
Once 1 entered the hospitality room 1
immediately recognized Joc's smile. We
talked briefly, Joc had alrcady eaten, so
Jill and 1 went with the Allison group to a
restaurant called Pappadeaus. The food
was greal and the company was even
better. While waiting for our food. 1
visited with David Milewski, a member of
my squad. and his wife Judy and a Bravo
Company 2/22 man, Bob Price, and his
fiancee Susan. [ enjoved their company
very much that evening,

I found out later that three other
mcmbers of 1y squad, Ted Angus. Jerry
Rudisill, Jim Neclson had somchow cnded
up some other place to eat. Jerry, 1 hope,
will tett us someday, how that happenced.

Friday was a big day, with a
mecting in thc morning, and group
picturcs of all the Veterans, WWII and
VietNam. During the day Bill Allison
showcd his (not to be misscd) slide show.,
He gelts better every reunion. What caun |
say about M. C. Toyer. We cannot thank
himm enough for all his hard work in
organizing the reunion, and all of the
people that helped him......... a big Thank
vou!

M. C. Tover’s own family put on
a great show on Friday night. We also
heard from Cindy Ebenwine, John's wife:
what a beautiful voice as she sang her
songs.

The mght continued with groups
of slide shows. There was Jerry Dorr’s
slides. Don Carpenter’s 1969 slides: also
Joc Dictz displaved his 1966 slides.
showing the building of the Dau Ticng
basc camp. All of the slides were just
marvelous. | know many pcople who
would like to scc those slides again at the
next reunion.

Saturday was a trip to the town of
Grapevine. Texas. While in Grapevine
there was a special military program
displaving the flag colors for all branches
ot the armed torces. M. O Tover was part
of this program, and was dressed 1
authentic garb. This was a mnst see
program, which Jill and ! enjoyed.

Saturday ¢vening was a special
aftair. Everyonc entering the Ballroom
was dressed up and looked very nice
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There were many pictures laken at this
time. 1 was very plcased to have at my
tablc. all the members of my squad and
their wives. After dinner our 22nd Infantry
Regiment Society President, Bob Babcock,
spoke to the room full of guest. After
Babcock there were two more great
speakers, Tom Reid, a WWII Veteran and
Gordon Kelley, a VictNam Veteran. Both
men gave super World War 11 and
VictNam tribute speeches.

The Sunday morning memorial
service is a nice way to cnd all reunions,
These services are a remembrance of the
fallen men killed in wars or those that
have passed away since returning home.
After the service, saying our good byes is
the hardest time of the reunion. The
reunion brought us together, some for the
first time. and after a great weckend it is
hard for me to say my good bycs.

I have yet to know how to put into
words what the men I served with really
meant to me personally, During my tour in
VietNam, my life depended on them at all
times, and today 1 can't thank them
cnough. These reunions arc a great way to
bring men back together again after such
a long time.

A special thank you, once again,
to Him Nelson, for having the courage to
pick up the phone and call me almost 4
years ago, and inviting me to my first
reunion 1f is wasn't for him, 1 might still
be missing out on this, thc greatest
experience of my life.

Jim Frost ¢ 2/22 3™ Pltn

Fan "67-Tan “68

1380 Wicneke. Saginaw MI 48603
Tel S17-792-3384

I'-miail jbfrost383% 1ol com

From: Rudisilll@aol.com
To vietvet222: juno com
Date: Sun, 30 My 1999 15:10:20 EDT
Subject: The Lost Dinner

John

I sent you two e-mails about the
renmion This one 18 about the fost dinner
rypediion

Yo Wonder! 1hose (nmvs were
all from the Second Platoon . As the sun

started setting in the western sky, three of

il

ne from the 3 platoon found ourselves
following the eroup (7" platoon) ahead as
WE WETe en ronte 10 our evening position
f(the Allison dinner party group). The
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other parts of our company were going to
mect up with us. We all got our directions
from Captain Allison and started our
misston.

Looking for the rest of our
company, Herb Mock (who by the way,
lives in Fort Worth, within spitting
distance of Dallas) was leading the way.
The men with him were Don Hildebran,
and Coy Thomas. Jim Nelson, Ted Angus
and 1 were following the boys from the 2™
platoon. Little did we know when we
started that expedition that evening. just
what a ride we were in for. (Looking back
on that night. we should have figured, with
Herb, Don and Coy in onc vehicle, we were
in a world of trouble)

It seemed as if Herb and the boys
from the 2™ platoon wcre on a mission.
Herb had gotten the directions from
Allison, and since he knew the wirf???, we
had not paid attention like we should have,
As we headed, first, in the direction of the
setting sun and then turned with the sun at
our backs, we kept making turns and jogs
first to the left and then to the right.

The sun was beginning to set and
our mecting time was long gone. Ted
Angus said it first, "Do you guys realizc
that all of those guys we are following were
in the 2% platoon?” Jim Nelson questioned
their ability to find a certain piece of their
anatomy with both hands. I said that we
should have known better then to follow
anyonc from the sccond platoon.

Finally our doubts were proven. as
Herb stopped the pick up. came back to us,
and asked us if we wanted Happy Meals
for dinner. Coy leaned out of Herbs truck
and whispered. "I think Herbs lost!" Don
Hildebran just smiled in the back seat. He
has been on many, many trails with Herb,
both in and out of VictNam. SO /1/ 11’48
USED TO TS,

I am pleased to report that we did
manage to find a good place 1o cat dinner
with our buddics from VietNam, cven if
the liquor store was closed by the tinie we
were finished dinner, We [inally caught up
with the other guys back at the hotel where
our recunion was being held.

This was just ong of the stories
froni that reunion Speaking lor myselt| |
had & Tantastic time

By the way 1t was seoo great o
see Cindy and you. You guys are just good
peoplc. Jun Nelson said 1t best when he
said he has realized the greatest people he
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knows.......... arc  his

VictNam. I think so too.
My best to all of you.
Regards, Jerry C 2/22 3™ Plin

friends from

From: '""Marcus Burk"
<burkm(@teleport.com>
To: <vietvetjje/@aol.com>
Subject: Stories for Newsletter
Date: Sun, 28 Mar 1999 22:20

I'm working on them. [ have a
couple ncarcompletion (stories)......it's the
memory thing, ya know. Shonld I send
them to vou or Norm? ....... or both?

Words cannot describe how 1 felt
about being in Dallas. Sceing cvervone
that was in Gettysburg, plus Jim Pasquale
and Larry Peckham was almost too much
1o bear (as was obvious!). Can't wait for
Atlantic City. Exccllent choicc!

The REAL thrill was getting two
names of originals that were in "my"
squad. (Yes, it's mine!) Larry Peckham
and 1 were talking over breakfast (very
very early in the morning) and 1 asked
him about two people I could remember
clearly except for names. Right off the top
of his head he came vnp with them....... .
was stunned. I knew he was right as soon
as he said them.

I'll get the stories off to yon

And the "Presidential Suite"! - A
KILLER!!

Marcus Burk €' 2/22 1% Platoon 3/67-3/68%
420 Devenwood Avenue, Beaverton. OR
97006-5935 Tel 503-644-5597

E-Mail: inkin roleleport.com

Norman’s Reflections
4 Dayys in May!

Well, another Reunion has come
and gone. Again as with Gettysburg. |
now have fond memories of the function
and renewed bonds of friendship with the
mcn 1 served with in VietNam 31 vears
ago. I also have new friendships with men
who were ahead of me in VietNam as well
as men who came after me.

This was my second reunion and
for me far different from the first that |
attended  This time | was more cognizant
of men going through the self-hcaling
process | watched the process in total
amasement Though 1 went through the
same process in Gettvsburg 1 did no
rcalize how profound and evident it wis
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untit I saw others do it in Dallas.
Waltching others heal furthered my
healing, It fecls good. One man who was
at his sccond rcunion finally allowed
himself to cry. His wounds are now
closing. Another constantly said, “this is
too cool ™. then his tears would start, They
washed away a great deal of the pain he
suffered for too. too many years. He
confirmed this on the day the Reunion
cnded after he arrived home. Many more
mmen started to heal in Texas. All of you
who did. know who vou are.

I also let myself become too
involved in the business end of our
Organization. | should not have let this
happen. Instead 1 shonld have taken much
mor: time to enjoy myself by being in your
compuany, The time in Gettysburg went
auickly Tn Texas my eyes blinked and the
time was gone. In Atlantic City 1 won’t
make the same mistake. Afier all, the
primary reason for our Reunion is for a
social - pathertng  which  reflects  a
cclebration because we  survived. The
celebration is made up of many facets, the
most important two arc hcaling and
making fricndships stronger. 1t is not
meant 1o be a fornm for business meetings.

[ am glad to have had the
opportunity to sec and be with all of vou.
Linda and [ are already making plans for
Atlautic City. Rest assured The VietNam
Triple Deuce, just as in Gettysburg and in
Dallas. - will be  the dominant unit
concerning attendange at the Fall 2000
Reunion in New Jersey. In this regard.
Alpha Company. catch Charlic Company.
i von can (smile!"!) Bravo Company
and Delty Company we will give vou some
shhck nntib yor are more firmly established
in this Organization

Magnet. Mayx 1999
Norman Nishikubo € 2/22 17 Pltn 9/67-
9/68 6802 Rockhold Avenue, San Gabriel,
CA 91775 - Tel 626-286-1647 E-Mail:
magnelc2 22 aearthlink, net

From: Chuck Boyle
APCHO @ a0l .com
o vietvet222a nno cont
I8 Jun 1999 08 S 1O8 EDT
suhject Newsletter Stories

inte T
fofin

I sent vou a ncwsletter from
7322 You should have it by now. Tt 1
sive v litte story of me. Missippi. (Steve
Poey and Charlie Brown's excursion to

Dallas. You can usc any part of that if you
wish.

You might say that I reported that
[loved every minute of the reunion. It was
a very well organized event. The only
thing I could find wrong was that the
plunger on the beer keg needed some
lnbricant. Maybe we wore it out. Mr. Oscar
Lewis opened up to us on the way back
home. Hc was the WW 1 vet that we
carried from Tomball. TX to Dallas and
back homne again. He had tears in his eyes.
telting us how much he enjoved being
amongst the Vets of WW II and us "young
puppies,” as he called us.

He told me about his life after the
war, his children, and cspecially his wife,
He has been married for 50 ycars! He
startcd courting his sweetheart in the 6th
grade. She stood behind him in every way
while he was overseas, fighting the big
one. She wrote cvery week,

She was waiting at the door for
bim when we brought him home. They
hugged and kisscd for 5 nunutes, 1t was a
delight to see. We were blessed 1o have
been in his company. I'm off to Bama,
John, for the weckend.

Happy [Fathers Day. My best to
Cindy and Rosie.

Love Ya, Chuck

Four Man Reunion
Excerpt from (huck Bovle 's story in the C
3/22 Newsletter Mav/hine 1999

“It was probably my idca to attend
this 22™ Infantry rcunion. I'm a sucker for
anv Infantry get together. As usual. tcalled
upon some of my dearest friends to
accompany me. cause just hke in the
“Nam. ['m afraid to go out at night by
mysell . always had to have a squad
along. Bill Schwindt agreed to come. Of
course, Bill had 1t planned a long time ago.
so my pecrsuasion meant little. Then 1
called upon the old Fourth Platoon, like 1
aiwavs did when it came to a bad mission
or a spooky night ambush. Two. fourth
platoon heros answered the call. Steve
Missippi Rye and Charlie Brown. The
of themr had. carlier. conspired
amongst themsetves to take e thern
because they arc consprrators of the worst
sort and don’t trust me to travel alouc to
the Circle K. let alonc to Dallas, Texas

Yisstppi agreed to drive down
from fuka Mississippt to pick me up in
Chnton, LA where T was engaged in some

wo

|
|
{
|
|

sort of JROTC program with my kids.
Steve insisted that 1 drop the microphone,
shed my uniform, and get in the car. At
10 a.m. on the 14" of May, we scooted on
out toward New Caney, Texas, where we
were scheduled to meet Charlie Brown,
and travel the rest of the way to Dallas, in
Charlie’s luxurious Motor Home.

Steve reduced the five and one
half hour trip from Baton Rouge, LA to
New Caney, Texas to a little more than
four hours, all that time explaining to me
about the nice Missippi State Trooper that
had, only a few miles before, reduced his
speeding ticket from 95 mph to 85 mph,
in honor of all VietNam Veterans. The
troopcr had mentioned something about
Steve not having a pilot’s license. By the
way, the trip from New Cancy to Baton
Ronge is only three and a half hours on
the return. Steve said it is because we
were going cast, and he had a tail wind.

After meeting with Charlic and
stepping into that scrumptious hotel on
wheels, we scooted on down to Tomball,
Texas, to pick up Mr. Oscar Lewis, a
22" Infantry Regiment WWIL veteran
who had never been to a reunion.. He
could not drive duc to the normal
infirmities of age, and Steve and Charlie
agreed to carry this hero to Dallas to see
his friends. Oscar was quite thrilled to be
in the company of soldiers again. but he
did cast a jaundiced eye toward our beer
coolers, and the 357 magnum that Steve
stowed under the window scat. T might
mention that Oscar has been married to
his wife for 50 vears and had courted her
since the sixth grade. (Their parting was
as sweet as two teenagers, leaving an
cvening of homework stndy. You ' ve becn
there. done that?)

We arrived in Dallas late. but
that didn’t matter, we intended to live in
the motor home. After checking in to a
well  organized registration  reception
provided by Bob Babcock and Awh
Norris, we checked the hospitalits room.
Infaid amongst the cxquisite furniture.
was a modern-day beer keg. complete with
pump. li squeaked terribly as the handle
went up and down causmg Steve o
renrark that 1 reninded him ol someone
he once knew 1atimately.

From there it went downhill. By
nudnight we were ensconced 1n the
Presidential Suite (that’s another story by
itself. either Marcus or Larrv will tell 10
on the seventh floor. Although Bitl and
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Hillary weren’t there, sccurity finally
removed Charlie, Steve and I, to the
parking lot, where southern humor could
have ample room to flourish, The Big
Kauhana from Hawaii, Larry Peckham
and a C 2/22 cntourage of fellow revelers
(Don Hildebran, Marcus Burk and John
Eberwine) followed. Charlie’s motor
home madc for an cxcellent midnight luau
and even Johe! Coward, both a C 3/22
and C 2/22 (Mech) hero slumped in.
Amaring. that a motor coach built for six
could hold twenty Steve’s aluminum leg
slept on the breakfast nook table. The rest
of him slept in the nook. Charlie and 1
fought the big ones again, until about 5
a.m _whercupon Charlic madce a breakfast
of tuna {ish. mustard, Ritz crackers, hot
sance. and cologne  “tiell, ya’ll cat
anvthing, va’tl hungry " Charlic cspoused
when guestioned about the ingredients of
his gourmet soufl¢.”

For more of this story, send your dues to
the C 3/22 Trcasurer, Tom Mohar 412
Washington, Shcboygan Falls, WI 53083,

Their dues are $20 per vear, worth it for |

Chuck's newsletters. Maybe they’ll take
$10 from 2/22 men for an associale

Absolution
A novel by Chuck Bovie. Chuck has
written an extraordinany novel based on
real events and battles from his time in
VietNam with Atpha Company 3/22 and
after he took command  of  Charlic
Company 722 voneverwanted to know
what it was Tike to make your way through
hamhoo thickets while getting shot at, or
wadmy through rice paddics and then
dropping drawers and picking off leeches,
or feeling what the men actually were
experiencing while being shot at and
dving, and much more... THEN.. .you must
buv Chuck’s book There is no Hollywood
bull i1 this book only realism and truths.
I have never rcad anyvthing or secu
anvthing that rivals the feelings this book
extracte from the reader. For vour
nersonally antographed hardbound copy:
seird o cheek for 530 95 to Chuck Bovle
PO Box 8187 Clinton. LA 70722 or fax
hime with vonr credit card number and
cupiration at 225297621 or call him at
DA 4046 o c-mdl i at
apchoe ot com DO T NOW!

Together Then...............
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A New Perspective
from Dick Nash
Editor’s Note: This is an e-mail message
from Dick Nash to a very recent, after the
reunion, “new find” - Denny Head
From: "Dick Nash" E-mail:
nash222/@ netins.nct>
To: <dennyhead@@hotmail. com>
Date: Thu, 27 May 1999 08:12:39 -0500
Subject: 22nd IRS
ITi Denny,

Welcome home, and welcome to
some cxposurc to the 22™ Infantry
Regiment Society. I'm kind of a newby
mysclf, with less than a year of knowing
this wonderful group of people, but I can
assurc you, it nas been one of the best
experiences of my life. Hang on for some
really great conversations with some of
your fcllow vets, and very likely you will
be reacquainted with some of your
comradcs in arms of thirty ycars ago. The
first word that comes to mind when
someone asks me fo describe the 22 RS
is “class”.

I just returned from my first
reunion, and while the lodging, the
programs, and the entertainment was
great, the rcal "class” came from the
membership's welcome to all s new guys,
1 cannot come up with a single negative
from the entire four days. and can hardly
wait for the next onc.

By the way, my time was also split
between Alpha and HHC. but about a year
after vours. Looking forward to comparing
notes. and once again. wclcome,

Dick Nash F-mait: nash2227inctins nel
686 170" Street Muscatine, 11, 52761

Help in Atlantic City
Received from Larry “Spanky” Peckham
John,

1 would love to help. My wife
never NIssCs an  opportunity 10 go
anywhere where she can loose my money
gambling, so shc will certainly be there
and my 14 year old will follow us
anywhere cause. he knows we will have
fun T meant every word [ said and had to
hold back 2 lot to keep from boring yvou to
death W arc a great group of people and
onr fallen brothers would be proud of ns
What else can we ask of life” Keep up the
good work and fet me know if there is
can do to make this (Atlantic
Larn

anvthing !
City) the hest reunion ever.

I've been so fortunate, we're 18 months
away from the next rcunion to be held in
Atlantic City (Oct 2000) and I've had 6-8
people alrcady offer to help man the
registration booth, perform whatever tasks
are required, etc. You are a great bunch of
people and terrific friends and yon can
rest assured that we’ll need all the help we
can gct. THANK YOU! - John Eberwinc

What A Feeling
by Bab Price B 2/22
Subject: Clark Lohmann
To John E.,Awb, Brad, Norm, John L..

As I explained to John Ebenwine
the other night, Bill Schwindt (C3/22)
located onc of my good friends from
Bravo 2/22, his name is Clark Lohmann
- 4883 So0.50th Ave, -~ Omaha, Nebraska
68117. He spent 5 months with us in
Nam, 12-67 to 3-68, was scverely
wounded on 5-27-68, and 1 then never
saw or spoke 1o him again untif Memorial
Day 1999,

I sent him copies of both The
VietNam Triple Deuce & 22™ IRS
Newsletters. He said he will be joining
both groups. Clark was slightly wounded
on 3-13-68 with me when we tried to
rccover two of Charlie company’s KIA's.
He never received a purple heart for this
incident. is there any way to correct this
injustice? Any hclp is appreciated! T am
alrcady working on him to come te next
reunion,

Hc was only with us a few days
when we left for Fire Support Base Burt
On the night of January 1, 1968 (into the
morning of January 2, 1968) he was stuch
out on an LP (editor's note; a 3 muan
histening post in front of the perimeter:
the cutire night surrounded by the Vict
Cong and NVA,

Onc of our buddics was a Jern
Picrce from Scattle, Washington, He told
me that Jerry was a champion shot putter
in high school. Jerry was in Nam f{rom
9-67 to 9-68 like many of us. | would love
to locate him along with Billy R
Johnson. The threc of us all survived the
vear together and became squad lcader<
with Bravo 2/22 2% platoon

Deeds not words
BOB PRICE

2" I'ime Better
trom "Fd Schultz”
To "John I Eberwine”

July 4,1999 |

1



Pape #8 Vol 4 No 2

Datc: Sun, 23 May 1999 22:05:54

Subject:  Re: VietNam  Triple Deuce
Newsletter
John,

I thought this reunion was super!
At (he last one in Gellysburg, 1 arrived
late. In fact 1 didn't find out about it until
6-7 davs before when | read in the Army
Times | think that Awb was a contact
point. Well I quickly got lincd up for a
plane ticket, but did get in on the 2™ day
rather than the [*. Therefore there was a
much shorter time to be together, lot of
people T didn't recognize after 30 years,
and so T never really got to jell with the
program

But this time it was different.
After more than a year of e-mail message
traffic T was finally able to tic names with
faces and feel | really knew almost
cvervone again. Of course there are some
that 1 never had a chance to nicet in
VietNan s vou know we were not there
for a social gathering and the jungle and
1C did complicate vwhat otherwise could
have been a pleasant relationship.

It was very apparent that MC
Tover and the people behind the scenes
had speut an enormous amount of effort to
ensure that eventhing went well.  And
Bob Babcock and Awb comnmitted their
normal 125% effort in our behalt.

Bottom line it was a grcat
gatheriug and I'm already looking forward
to Atlantic City,

Ed Schultz(Fullback 3)
8043 Chaucer Drive. Weeki Wachee, FL
34607-2207 Tel- 352-597-1939
F-Mail spatewav i atlantic.net

What We Are All About!!!

This next group of messages is
reparding the REAL business ol these
organizations we all belong 1o, A former
Chaplain, David Farr contacted MC
Toyer B3/22 looking to aticmpt to locate
a Captain Mikita. who had been badly
wounded 1t VietNam and sent stateside
and Chaplain Farr had befriended him in
the hospital. MO Tover has been
mstrumental in bringing  great jov to
many men by his tireless devotion
1o the canse, MO - Esalute vorr!

John Fbherwine

MAny

MO TOYER”

Brovo 3?2 ¢rete net

Fram

Together Then...............
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To: "John J Eberwine”
<vyietvel222@juno.com=>
Date: Thu, 27 May 1999 08:06:07 -0300
Subject: Phone Call / Capt. Edward
Mikita - 7A 2/22(M)? - 67/68

John -

I've always been of the opinion,
and some of my opinions are just plain
bull-headed, that every guy out there is
looking for that contact or remembrance
from the past. even if he says he doesn't
want to hear from or talk to anybody about
it. My position has always becn, when 1
find somcouc new, to list him on the
roster, mail him the newsletter, and if he
doesn't want to rcad it, it is his choice to
ditch.

But 1 will alwayvs kecp the lines
open. because somcday there will be
somconc he wants to talk to or somconc he
will take a call from.

Mikita is a little different, choices
now arc not his to make, but no onc who
has given so much should be allowed to
pass on thinking he is all alone, and no one
cares for him anymore, so any phonc call
to him, from anyonc with compassion for
his situation, and concern for his welfarc
surcly will give him peacc.

John Otte C3/22 told me less
than a month ago, when he received the
news of the passing of a man he had just
found the ycar before, we have to press on,
there s no time to wastc.

I mentioned talking to Mike
Groves for 5 hours last night, Mike is a

good man. with that drive and scnsc of |

what needs to be done. Nurture him and
he will be a tremendous asset. T et Mike
thru Brad Hull about six months ago. and
he had sent me the letters home he had

saved and then journalized. as a history of

histour. [ condd have seritten thom myself.

We all have so much in conimon,
it 1s scary. 1 stand on my premise, il you
wore the green, and crossed the pond you
arc one ol us, and whatever happened then
happened. so el us atl come to terms with
it and move on. No onc should be
excluded. and evervone should be made to
fcel just as welcome as the next, and alt arc
cqual

' oatiach g tollow-up message
from Chaplain Farr so you can sec how
important it 1s to press on - Your call, and
amy others may give him the strength and
will to hang on Chaplain Farr told me
how tough 1t was lor Mikita in the
hospital. and he never knew if he made
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afterwards, but fclt at least his ministering
to him at the time have given him the
courage and support to fight to recover
from his wounds.

I've said it before, and will again
and again, God Bless the Locators, for
they bring us all together.

You always end your welcome
e-mail to the new finds with the words,
Thanks For Being There, It is my turn,
John, Thanks for Being There.

MC

From: Dave Farr to MC Toyer:

MC., Thanks for all your hclp
vesterday. In a matter of 3 hrs, I talked
with Ed Mikita, his parents and former
wife!!! It was a great reunion. This
weekend 1 will talk to his 3 children from
their mother's home. Kirsten helped make
the connections. Thanks for calling that
West Palm Beach phonc number that 1
had given up on!! I '68 at Clark I was the
link many tiines for Ed with his family
when he couldn't write or use the phone.
Now 1 find mysclf in Dcnver as link
between Seattle and Florida with a fanly
that has a lot of unfinished business with
a father, son and former wife. Hopefully
these days ahead will bring some healing
for a hurting family and a dying soldier.

God Bless,
GENTLEMEN: Reach Out Beforc It’s
‘Too Late!

The Rules Of Combat
sent in by Norman Nishikubo

[['The Encmy Is in Range. So Arc You
Incoming Fire Has The Right of Way
Don’t Look Conspicuous; it Draws Fire
The Easy Way Is Mined.

Try to Look Unimportant, They May Be
Low on Ammo.

Professionals Arc Predictable, 1t's The
Amnatcurs Who Arc Dangerous.

The Encmy Invariably Attacks on Onc of
Two Occasions;

When You Are Ready for Them.
When You Are Not Ready for Them
Tcamnwork Is Essential: it Gives the

Enemy Someone Else to Shoot At

It You Can't Remember. the Clasvmore i«
Pornted at You.

If Your Attack Is Going Well You Have
Walked into an Ambush.
Don't Draw Fire 1 Just
IPeople Around You

Irritates the
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The Only Thing More Accurate than
Enemy  Incoming Firc Is Friendly
Incoming Firc.

Wlhen the Pin 1s Pulled, Mr. Grenade Is
Not Our Friend.

If It's Stupid but Works, it Isn’t Stupid.
When in Doubt, Empty the Magazine.
Never Share a Foxhole with Someone
Braver than You.

Anything You De Can Get You Shot,
Including Doing Nothing.

Make it Too Tough for the Enemy to Get
in and Yon Can’t Get Out.

Mines Arc Equal Opportunity Weapons.
A Purple Heart Just Proves That Y ouir Were
Smart Frough to Think of a Plan. Stupid
Fnough to Try It, and Lucky Enough to
Survive. (Norm?777?)

Don’t Be the First, Don’t Be Last and
Don't Volunteer

Five Second Fuses Only Last Three
Seconds

Bubba’s Rationale

Received From: sgatewayiatlantic.net
(Ed Schultz)

Kkosova - Now let's see here if [ understand
all this correctly.

President Clinton has ordered our
forces to engage an entrenched, politically
motivated enemv. backed by the Russians,
on their home ground. in a foreign civil
difficult terrain, with Innited
militars objectives, bombing restrictions,
houndary and operational restrictions,
gquensy atlies. far across the occan. with
uncertain goals. without prior consultation
with Congress: the potential for escalation.
white Timiting the forees at his disposal.
and the majority of Americans opposed to
or At least uncertain about the value of the
action being worth American lives.

So just what was 1t that he was
opposed to in VietNam?2??

Thanks Ed!

war in

A Repeat Speech

Manv of vou werc not at the
Ciettvsbiry reunton and did not  heur
Chuck Tovle’s speech piven that nivht 1
hard nor published 1t prior to this. so |
thouweht that now. with over 400 on the
miithing listoiwas the right time

e of Speech delivered by Chuck Bovle
Compamy Commander (/32225 67-08

Together Then..............

VietNam, at the 22" Infantry Regiment
Society Reunion, Gettysburg, PA, on the
evening of October 18, 1997. Almost 300
attended this reunion. Veterans of World
War 11 and VietNamm numbered almost
150. Chuck received a standing ovation
from the attendees after this stirring
dissertation. Superb!

"Lord, it is good for us to be here.

These words were spoken by one
of the Twelve Disciples at the Sermon on
the Mount, as they gathcred with Jesus on
His Ascension Day.

As a boy, I hcard them repeated
often, and once again this last sununer, by
Father Jim Tobin, a fcllow VietNam
Vetcran and a man we. consider to be, our
Chaplain. We had gathered on a grassy
knoll adjacent to the VietNam Veterans
Memoriaf, The Wall, and asked him to
speak to us. He began with thosc same
words: Lord, it is good for us to be here.

The meaning and significance of
that phrasc became so cvident as thesc last
three days of rcunion unfolded. I can only
add: Lord, it is so good for us to be here.”

ok ok ok ok ok

“l am Chuck Boyle, a VietNam
Veteran and | am honored... flattered to
have been selected from among all of you
fine soldicrs to speak lor a few minutes on
behalfl of the VietNam Veteran. Thank
You!

Bob Babcock afforded me this
opportunity and 1 cagerly accepted. He
said:

*Speak for 9-10 minutes for vonr
auvs.’

How I might do this T wondered.
Such an awesome task--to speak for mn:
guys.

I decided then to speak for only
three minutes and just say it three times.
You sce, since Tarrived, [ realize that we
arc all getting a bit older... even me, As an
example: T visited with Awb Norris last
night... he had invited me to hus room for
a chat. tle walked ahead of me. but I was
detarned 10 the hallway for a few nunuaies
by Stan Tarkenton and s many humorous
stories.  Arriving  al Awb's room. |
knocked. but therc was no answer
Noticing the door war | entered and
observed that Awb was sitting 1n an easy
chair. staning at the Wal-Mart painting on
the wall.
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Concerned, 1 spoke out; ‘Awb,
are you all right?” He never moved.

I stepped closcr, halfway across
the room and again I called out: *Awb, arc
you all right.?’ __.still no movement from
him,

Finally, T got right up to his ear
and shouted: *Awb, arc you all right!”’

He turned to me and said in
exasperation: ‘I said Yes! three tines,
darn it

So from that I know that as a
young man of 56, I am quickly taking my
place among all of us magnificent Senior
Citizens. Thank Yon! I went quickly to
my room and filled out that AARP
application for membership that was lying
there.

Now, back to my purpose. I can
only spcak to the VietNam Veteran
through the body of all of you veterans
gathcred here--most  particularly  you
World War Il vecterans, 1t was through
your model of patriotism--your
hcroics--that made me a soldicr. My being
in uniform, in VietNam, was dircctly
connected to your noble sacrifice. Let me
explain...

I was born in Johnstown.
Pennsylvania... really, in a nearby smali
town called Conemaugh. 1t was a simoky.
sooty, coal-mining town in the 1940°s and
as a small boy, I realized that the major
event of the day was World War Two.

Why. just this morning, a fellow.
Russcll Fisher, 1 believe it was, identified
himself as having joined the Regiment in
June, 19411 was barely three months old
at the time. When 1 told him how
impressed I was. he asked: *“What month
were you born””

“April.” {replied.

*Change that.” he boomed. I

joined in March, *41.°

Al yes, | remember the mood.
war and sacrifice. .. To be a soldicr was an
honorable and glamorous and wonderful
thing to be.

One afternoon, barely five years
old. 1 stood on our creaky wooden porch
to watch a paradc of soldiers muarch
through the town. Sircus screamed and
drums beat There were Nashing highs
and little Mlags waving, It was led by our
onlv fire truck. a mnltary jeep. and Mr
Lchman riding on his motorcycle, (1 think
he got killed later on that rickety old
thing). There they were, row afier row of
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handsome uniformed nen, passing by in
step. carrying their rifles at right shoulder .

As they passed by in front of our
house, [ danced with glec and my mother
told me it was I/ Day, ...thc war was
over . peace had come at last.

So excited was 1, that 1 broke [rce
from her grasp, dashed from the porch and
joined the parade of victorious men;
falling in behind them and tramp, tramp,
tramp, we boys went marching.... 1 believe
I even had a little wooden stick and 1
carried it at right shoulder.

I followed them through town
when theyv finally halted and dispersed at
alocal hall; the American Legion 1 believe
ttwas It grew dark and T was lost. 1 also
knew that T was in a heap of trouble back
there on Oak Strect

I rentcinber a strong. tall soldier
picking mc up, putting mc astride his
shonlders and carrying me back to my
mother T didn’t carc about the scolding or
possible whipping I was going to get. I was
so thrilled to be in the company of a
soldier.. I'still am

The years passed and it secmed
that 1 was alwavs in the company of
soldiers: Charles Strank. our ncighbor,
told me how he and three other fellows
raised the flag on lwo Jima and he got the
Congressional Medal Of Honor for it.

‘Didn’t deserve it,” he always
satd. “Itwas a put-vp job. . a staged event.”

He never took credit.... And from
him 1 learned humihity.

Korca  came along and 1
remember myv older brother Jack. <o
splendid in his Marine Corp uniform.
teachig all the kids and me how to sing
the alle Of \outezuma Jack never came
hecf from the Choson Reservolr.

So it was only natural, based on
that kind of tradition: That one should love
thetr country. even fight and die for it
that T too. joined the ranks.

In 1967 1 found myscll in
VietName an Infantnman in e 22"
Infantin, The Reguldars. by God.

The tragedy and excesses of that
war have been well documented by authors
anid speakers much more qualified and
berter spoken than mie [ cannot explain
I cannot speak. for the men in
hieh plages who wade that war, lor
whatever reasons Greed perhaps. . a
mispiaced idea about what Amertca should
b or her role i the world But [ can tell
von ahont the men  1he soldiers,

that war
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They were as wholesome in their
belicls about America as any soldier who
had cver passed before themn. They were as
patriotic as you would have them be... as
their parents and teachers would have
wanted them to be. They were as strong
and handsome and charitable as that
soldier who picked me up and put me on
his shoulders and carried me home to my
mother.

They were eager in their desire to
serve their country--to save the people of
Southeast Asia from the clutches of
Communism--to frce them from the yoke
of totalitarianism... just as you World War
Two men did for Europe in the 1940°s,

At least, that is what they believed
was their purpose at the time--and so they
marched off to VietNam... honorably
motivated. .. to serve their country!

It is no secret that the war becarne
a quagmire of political incptitnde here at
home: Collcge kids getting killed at Kent
Statc...you rcmember  that....,...the
assassinations of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Bobby Kennedy.......the Chicago
Seven... You remember all that, too.

It was time of social upheaval at
home and tragedy on the battleficld....
voung people circling the White Housc,
chanting. Hey, hey, LIBJ. How many kids
didyou kill today? ... American flags being
burned in protest... draft cards being torn
up in public....

It sucked the morale out of our
bovs... over there. Yet. they fought on. .
bravecly and honorably,

That lcvel  of  despair  over
VictNam--thc disenchantment with our
leaders--the  guilt.. 1t was  somehow
transferred to the shoulders of our soldicrs;
the only svinbol of Government that people
could sce on the strects, Some in our
socicty turned against their sons and they
felt 1it, deep within their hearts and sonls,
and some felt guilty abont having been
there. They quickly changed [rom their
uniforms to civilian clothes as they made
their way home, unable to speak honestly
to their loved ones and families about their
expericnces.

What the helt
parade 10 g0 10 anywiy .

Yes. they shut up about it--many
even denying that they had ever served.
Still the agony of their hell, their battles...
fricnds dving right beside them. . it boiled
inside therr bethes. The ultimate indignity
occurred when niore spineless men 1n high

there wasn't am
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places handed over VietNam to the
Communists.

1t became fashionable--common

and trite--to say: The only war we, ever
lost... We lost the war. Yes, they did luse
the war!!!.. But, you men—you who
fought it--you never lost a damn thing!
Hearme... you didn’t lose anything! Oh,
ycah, you might have lost an arm or a leg
or an eye... maybe some muscle tissuc. ..
cven worse, you might have lost your best
friend... but, you didn’t lose the war!
I knew. .l felt in my heart... that
someday, our absolution, our release from
this quiet pcrsonal agony would come
Somne think that it is that great wall down
there in  Washington..... that
dedication......... that parade. For many of
vou that may be so....

For me, my absalution came at
about 8:20 this morning, when at our
meeting, a tall, handsome World War
Two soldier stood and welcomed us
VietNam Vetcerans to their brotherhood of
heroes. He said: 7o all you VietNam
Vets.. . Welcome Home!. Wc welcome you
to our ranks and we are proud of you. We
extend to you the challenge of keeping our
22™ Infantry Association alive... and 1
know you will do it.”

And then, you know what
happened? All of the World War Two
veterans stood and clapped for us. 1 fell
good, being accepted by those who count
the most: our brothers, our uncles. and our
fathers... I feel proud to sit beside you and
sharc the memories of war. 1 know that
vou never abandoned us.

I speak for atl 22" Infantn
VietNam Veterans......the living and the
dead. Wc accept the torch of leadership
that vou have passed to us with the
genuine hand of friendship. 1 darc say
That soldicr who picked mc up and
carricd me home would be mighty prond
tonight. Thank you.

Thank you for letling me share
my thoughts. ... Thank you for letting me
share my heart.”

Chuck Boyle at Gettysburg. PA

Healing!
This c-mail message was sent to Bill
Schwindt by the daughter of a4 “Ncw

Found Regular”

Bill.
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Thank you so much. Tam 26 and
Daddy has never before talked openly
about Nam with mc. It feels so good to
finally be ablc to sec him healing in a way
that we could never help. In the past few
months he has become almost a completely
different person about this. There are nol
enough words 1o express what this means
to all of us. 1 am calling Daddy tonight at
Ft Polk

God Bless and take care. Ken sent
us an email that I am going to relay to him
also! Thanks again,

Samantha

-—---Original Message-----

From: ("322locate/taol com
<('3221ocatei®aol com™

To: sammianni/ tontih com
“sammianna tomah com™

Dare Wednesday. Iine 02, 1999

Samantha.

Ken Bilakely is in touch with
Garry Green, a guy your father wanted to
find And  his c¢-mail is
garrvgreengzjuno.com. Please let  him
know first chance vou get. Ken also
remembered vour dad's other friend, Bob
Sweeley, but is not in contact with him,
This 1s petting exciting!

Bill

Jim Nelson’s Newest Art Show

Here’s another chance to sce the
fantastic art exlibition of Jitn Nelson.,
Cambat Artist from ' 2/22 and 25™ Inf
along the  excellent
photogriphs of Dave DeMauro € 3/22
The show will be held at the 1570 Gallery.
FA70 cast Avenie - Rochester, New York
from fnly 91999 (0 Augnst 15, 1999, The
reception. where most of the men will be
at, wilt be held on July 9 from 7 to 9 PM.
The Greater Rochester VietNam Veterans
Corporation is the sponsor. There 1s a
block of rooms at the Radisson Hotel
The Hotel has free shuttle scervice
within a5 nle radius: which includes
the aurport. The telephone number to make
reservations 15 T1o-473-1910 and  vou
VIISTTELY THEM YOU ARE WITH
THE INFANTRY REGIMENT
SOCIETY to pet the discounted rate of
7% per mght Calf Jim Ncelson for more
information at 913-52.4-4597 or Chuck
Honle who 1y scheduled to attend from
Bl Boi ot 225-292.4240

[iviston with

ncarby

2250
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Cindy and [ attended the showing
last ycar in Albany, New York and 1 can
tcll you it’s a great opportunity for a mini-
rcunion. 1f 4 to 6 or more Vetcrans get
together for the opening night, you are
honoring Jim for what he had done for
vears to honor the combat infantryman and
vou also will have a fantastic time.

Comc see Jim’'s newest painting
The Battle for 4p Cho.

By John Eberwine

25th Infantry Division Reunion

Somec men have asked mc to
promote the 25" Infantry Division reunion
this vecar to be held at the Sheraton Valley
Forge Hotel, 1160 First Avenue, King of
Prussia, Pcnnsylvania 19406  from
Thursday Scptember 9, 1999 through
September 12, 1999 as a possible source
for a mini-rennion of VietNam Triple
Dcucers. I know that I will not be able to
make it for the four days. other than
possibly for the Saturday aftcrnoon and
cvening (we live about 2 hours away) |
know that Austin Kreeger C 2/22 2™
Platoon 9/67-9/68 has expressed an interest
in sccing if somc other inen night want to
meet there. Austin's telephone number is
717-529-2892. Why not call him and lct
him know if vou arc interested. 1 can send
you a registration form from the 25
Infantry if vou wish. The room rates arc
$75 per night. single or double. the
registration fee for the 25™ is $25, the
Saturday banquet 1s $25 per person, they
offer tours to Vallev Forge. Lily Langtry
Dinner Theatre. the Franklin Mint. an
Atlantie City Casino. the New Jersey State
Aquariunt. Thstonic  Philadelphia  and
Longwood Gardens. Cut off dates for
rooms is  August 2. 1999 and the
registration is July 31, 1999, You can
reach John Boyle, Editor of the Tropic
Lightning {ashes at PO Box 7 Flourtown,
PA  19031-0007 to join and have
rcgistranion forms sent out or call 215-248-
5250 (Voice or Fax) John's c-mail address

If & handtul of men wish 1o meet there, 1'1
commuii to coming carly Satnrday morning
and posstbly staving the mght

LET ME OR  AUSTIN KREEGER
KNOW! - Johin Eberwine

|
)
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22" IRS Next Reunion in

Atlantic City - Oct 12-15, 2000

[ am working hard to firm up
prices and all the various items that inust
be worked out for the reunion. We have a
commitment for the Claridge Casino &
Hotel. now we are working on the
numbers. f also beticve that I've been able
to firm up arrangements for a Jim Nelson
Art Show at the Atlantic City Garden Art
Center right on the boardwalk and will be
able to time it for the opening of the
reunion.

Transportation wisc, the Atlantic
City Airport is just 7 iles outside of the
city proper. Continental, Spirit and US
Air fly into there and there is a shuttle 1o
the  Casino. Also Philadctphia
International Airport is 33-60 minutcs
away, there arc small commuter flights
into Atlantic City Airport, and there are
car rental agencies at  Philadelphia
International Airport. Also from the
Phifadelphia International Airport youcan
get a train to 30™ Street station in Phila
and then a New Jersey Transit Train right
into Atlantic City, two blocks from the
Casino with free shuttle. Amtrak also gocs
into the 30" street station and again you
can get a New Jersey Transit Train right
into Atlantic City

Driving to Atlantic City is
relatively casv. From New York and the
New England states. catch the Garden
State Parkway outside New York City and
take 1t to 7 miles outside AC where vou
get the Atlantic City Expressway.

From the West, take the
Pennsyhvania Turnpike to Interstate 76
East, cross mto New Jersey over the Wall
Whitnwan Bridge and follow this to the
Atlantic City Expressway. You will then
be approsimately 45 minutes from town.

From the South, vou can take the
Cape Mav-Lewes Terry from Lewes
Delaware. This will save abont 4-5 hours
driving tune and when you depart the
ferry. you will have a very plcasurable 30
minute drive to Atlantic City up the
Garden State Parkway and onto the
Attantic Cirv Expressway

For those who wish o visy
Atlantic Cuy carhier than Thursdas
have blocked  rooms  from  Monda

October U 10 11 and then the reaniorn
starts O 17-15 20000 We will plan side
trips te thstoric Smithville Village i
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shopping and a golf outing for those who
wish to chase the little white ball.

1will supply more dctails with the
September 1999 newsletter. Call me for
any additional information. - John Eberwine

Taps
From' "Andrew Alday"
~alday‘@nlna mhpee.af. mil>
Date: Tne,  Jun 1999 19:19:20 1000
Snbject: The origin of "Taps".

Fditors Note: This was sent by Andrew
Alday A3/22. I not sure if it’s been
verified, bt it sounds good.

From Andrew: Some of you may
Lnow this true story about music in our
military history, but I thought it would be
appropriate to share it with you this
Memorial Day.

The Story Behind " Taps”

It all began in 1802 during the
Civit War, when Union Army Captain
Robert Fllicombe was with his men near
Harrison's Landing in Virginia. The
Confederate Army was on the other side of
the narrow strip of land.

During the night, Captain
Ellicombe heard the moan of a soldier who
lav mortally wounded on the ficld. Not
knowing if it was a Union or Confcderate
soldier. the captain decided to risk his tifc
and bring the stricken man back for
medical attention

Crawling on his stomach through
the punfire, the captain rcached the
stricken soldier and began pulling him
toward his encampment. When the captain
finallv ~ reached  his  own  lines, he
discovered it was actually o Confederate
<olrdicr. but the soldier was dead.

The  captain it a lantern,
Suddenly, he caught his breath and went
nimth with shock. I the dim light, he saw
tlie face of the soldicr. 1t was his son. The
boy had been studying nsic in the South
when the war broke out. Without telling
his father, he enbisted in the Confederate
Arm

he  following  morning.
hearthroken. the tather asked permission
of his superiors to grve his son a fult
military bunal despite hus cnemy status.
His request was partially granted. The
captain had asked i he conld have a group
nt Arm band members plav o funeral
diree far the son i the funeral

Together Then...............
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That request was turned down
since the soldier was a Confederate.

Out of respect for the father, they
did say they could give him onc musician.
The captain chose a bugler. He asked the
bugler to play a series of musical notes he
had found on a picce of paper in the pocket
of his dead son's uniform.

This music was the haunting
melody we now know as "Taps" that is
used at all military funerals. In casc you
arc interested, these are the words to
"Taps";

Day is donc,
Gone the sun,
From the lakes,
TFrom the hills,
From the sky.
All is well.
Safcly rest.
God 1s nigh

Scnt to me by a LRRP friend of mine who
was in the 101st Airborne Division. 1
always wondered about the origins of
"Taps" and now 1 know. My thanks to
Bobby Ross, the LRRP "El-tec” from the
101st A.D.

Andrew Alday 111 206-A Ehilani Street
Pukalani. Maui, HI 96768-8318 Tel 808-
572-1797 aldayezinlna. mhpee.af. mil

New Find

From: Stan Self

<stan1@imail atl.bellsouth.net>

To: Johut Eberwine

<victvet2227 juno.com™>. Bill Allison
<('6_222rbellsonth net>

Datc: Mon, 31 May 1999 16:46:05 -0400
Subject: Memorial Day Greetings

John,

On this Mcmorial Day, 1 was
perusing the VietNam Memorial Wall web
sitc to remember some of the brave men
who fought along side me during my time
i VietNai.

I was recalling the events of
November 25 1967 1 which my closest
friecnd in country. Dennis Estes. and my
|.icntenant. Robert Mlynarski (for whom |
was the RTO) gave therr lives.

In the course of doing tiis. |
expanded my browsing to includce a scarch
of the 2/22 of the 25" Infantry. To my
ercat surprise. | found vour web page and
on 1t 2 photo of Captain Allison for whom

t
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I was also an RTO. | just wanted to drop
you a quick notc to express my
appreciation for your scrvice in VictNam
and your wcb site.

It is people like you, Capt.
Allison, Dennis, Lt. Ski, and others that
make displaying the flag so special on
days such as this.

If 1 can be of service to you.
plcase don't hesitate to call on me.

Stan Self
4567 Robic Road - Lilburn, GA 30047
Telephone: 770.736.6142
E-Mail: stanl@bellsouth.nct
VictNam Veteran C 2/22
9/67-3/68

1st/HQ Pltn

And this was a follow up message from
Stan '

John,

It's good to hear from you. This
1s indeed my first contact. I was wounded
the same day David Ditch was killed.
Also, my addrcss should have read
Lilburn, GA.

I got Bill Allison's address and
your home page from the 22 Infantry
Regiment Society's web site at
www.22ndinfantry.org. 1 did a search
front the Archived Guest book and turned
up a lot of intcresting data.

1 would like to receive anv
newsletters you send out. Although short.
that tunc period had an enormous impact
and influcnce on my life and many of the
cvents are as vivid today as when |
expericnced them.

Thanks for the quick reply and |
look forward to any futnre contact.

Stan

Short’s Looking Forward to
Atlantic City

Fromn: jesiceacsworld.net (John E. Short)
To: John J Eberwine
<vyietvet222/a:;juno.com>

Date: Sun. 20 Jun 1999 10:17

Subject: Dallas. Texas Reunion

fohn

This was my second rennton
anxious and hesitant about
coming to both reunions but more so with
the first then the last, Soon after I checked
info the hotel and ran into a few old

WaS VCrY

friends. mv uneasiness surpasscd Fach of
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the reuntons has left me with a little more
remembrance of the past that T had hidden
away inside my sub conscience but there is
so much that 1 just can't piece together.
Maybe the next reunion will restore
another part of the past and leave us all
with peace of mind.

My wife had a real good time and
says she'll be going to the next reunion in
New Jersey with mc. She enjoyed
cvervone's company she meet and had a
good time shopping with Ed Patrick’s wife
Milly. Ed and | surc missed Arnie Pellerin
and hope to see him at the next rcunion.
Arnic had heart surgerv and just wasn't up
to the trip this reunion but we hope to see
him next time and will keep in touch with
him over the next 17 months,

It was good to see all the men |
served with and 1 don't think I have to
mention them all because I'd be here for
hours. Tet me just say, "Welcoine Home
and Thanks for Being Therc"

John Short 215 Electric Avenue,
Lewistown, PA 17044-1328 Tel 717-248-

Editors Note: The following stories were
sent in From: William Matz - Medic
<wamatz:eo hotinail com>

To: vietvet22 2/ wjuno com

Date: Tue. 25 May 1999 11:06:15 PDT
Subject: Newsletter

John } Eberwine

[ pot vour message requesting
stories and from the newsletter and other
c-mails F've received [ gather that many of
the members are interested in the "early
davs" of our battalton The following starts
with the carhiest dayv of alt: The Very
RBeginning!

What Have 1 Got Myself Into?

I was drafted into the army on
December 8t 1965 at the Van Buren
Street induction center in Chicago. After
oltfowing the “"veltow line" and  being,
swortt . we were lown down to Fort
Polk. I.A  Wc were tested. pushed.
nrodded injected. and 1ssued uniforms at
Potk betore they {lew us up 1o Fort Lewss
WA | don't remember the exact date we
arrived at Fort Towis. bt this was when
they filled out the 2/22™ with the troops
whe wornld evennhinlhy he sent to VietNam
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I was assigned to B company at
this timc. Among those from my "old
hood" in Chicago in the company with me
were Danny Thomas, Bill Sanders, and
Buddy Andersen. Shortly after our arrival,
we were marched into the day room (they
marched us everywhere) wlere they had
sct up a group of women with sewing
machines. W¢ gave them our shirts and

jackets. and they sewed a patch on the

shoulders with an ivy Icaf device. We were
told that we were know inembers of the 4™
infantry division.

We strutted around fecling like
"old soldiers" for a little while before an
NCO (wc called them "lifers") spoke up.
He said. "You know there is only one time
when the army assigns raw recruits to a
unit beforc they've cven started basic
training. You men arc going to train with
the 4", you're going to cross the pond with
the 4", and you're going to VietNam with
the 4™ We heard many rumors during our
training, but that onc was truc. We started
our basic training afier New Years Day. |
think it was on Januany 3rd, 19606.

Fort Sam Houston

After basic training a group of us
from the 3rd brigade were sent (o Fort Sam
Houston. Texas for medical corpsman
training. Besides myself original members
from 2/22 were:  Lambert. Farrel,
Bergeron. Kells, Hovance. Hollister, Walls,
and Revnolds. The other two battalious of
the brigade cach sent an equal number.
Fort Sam. as any foriner medic will tell
vou. was known as the "Country Club" of
the army. Most of us remember our time
there fondly  We were given training
classes m various aspects of field and
hospital training by doctors and nursc
ofTicers.

One day (I think it must have
been a Monday. aficr a particularly busy
weekend in San Antonio or Laredo) we
had a class in sterile felds 1 an operating
room. ‘The nurse, a Major. conducting the
class, gave us a lecture and demonstration;
then called on individuals to show how to
handle surgical instnunents 1 a sterile
fietdd  No one was domg veny well
instruients were dropped or picked up ov
the wrong cnd., and the ficld was
contaminated repeatedly. Finally the Major
stopped the demonstration, and slowly
tooked over onr eroun "l osee a lot of
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Fourth Division patches in this class. Arc
you men going to VietNam?"

"Ycs Ma’am. That's what they
tetl us."

She stood with her hands on her
hips, shaking her head sadly. "My
Gawd....We're going (o practice germ
warfare on our own troops."

Bill Matz 307 Monk, West plains, MO
65775 E-mail - wamatzizhotinail,com

From: Bradley Hull

To: babcockhus.ibm.com,
vietvet2227uno.com

Date: Tue, 18 May 1999 11:32:42 -0400
Subject: Newsletter

Bob & John,

Here is a submission for your
next newsletter:

RPG Screens - Who and When?

During my tour with 2nd (Mcch)
Battalion, starting in July 1969. our
APC’s all carried and set up an RPG
Screen at every Night Defensive Position
-- it was SOP. An RPG Screen was a
20-foot or so section of chain-link fencing
about 7 ft high that we staked in an arc
about 15 {t in front of each track. The idea
was to detonate an enemy-fired RPG
before it reached the APC. We carried
these screens rolled-up..... usually on the
front above the trim-vane.

I've talked to several veterans of
different companies and tour years. The
Originals in 1966 definitely weren't using
RPG Screens. I'm trying to determine
which of our companies unsed RPG
Screens and when did they start. Also. 'd
like to know whose idea it was or whether
it was copied from another unit (3/4 Cav.
1/5 Mech. 2/34 Armor).

How effective  werc  RPG
Screens? Does anyone have an incident to
relatc? Or did they make the encmy
change his tactics? Peeds Not Words!
224 IRS Website:
www.22ndinfantry.org
Brad Hull A Co, 2d Bn, 22d Inf Reg, 25th
Div. VietNam 1969-70 Tel 440-871-8973
Work voice/fax 440-833-1388
F-mail Bradinil«june,.com
198 Dounglas Dr.. Bav  Village
H4140-2302

Of
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Another First Reunton - Mike

Groves
From: "Michael W. Groves"
<jaspazi@worldnet att. net>
To "John J Eberwine"”
<vietvel2224juno com:™
Date Wed, 20 Jun 1999 [4:53:17 -0500
Subject: Newsletter - Stories
John,

1 just got back front a fishing trip
in Camada and catching up on my e-mail.

1 struggled a long tine to make
up my mind if 1 wanted to go. In the
cvening T would look at the stars, drink a
cold one and reflect on those few I could
remember while serving in Nam, When 1
first pot home. as many did, all I wanted to
do was forget and get on with ny Jife. As
I grew older, T started remembering
episodes and what the expericnee in Nant
realty meant to me. 1 wondered if others
felt the same wav and wanted to talk to
someone who had experienced the samc
events

As f drove to Dallas. 1 wondered
whitt everyone would be like, what would
he discussed. Since this was my first
reunion. 1 also wondered if 1 would be
welcome

Well, 1 can tell you it was a
wondertul experience! 1 again felt like |
was with brothers. It was almost like a
cleansing. vou could openly talk about
what happened. both funny and sad. The
wonderful thing of 1t was, vou werc

actuatly talking with peaple who R/CALLY

nndersteod whal vou were saving.

Some reason. when 1 left, 1 felt
refreshed. ¢lean. and proud of what we
did and what we accomphshed.

I will be tooking forward to the
tellowship in the future

Mike Groves A Co 2/22
1036 Deleon Ct Fenton, MO 63026-3703
Toel 314-225-6784 jaspazai:worldnet.net

From the President
22" Infantre Regiment Socicty
Bob Babcock
babeock o s thm coms
b Pohon Fbherwynvge
viepvet 222 ¢ omne cornm
Dafte Sno 27 Ton Lu9e 18
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success - and a great deal of the success
can be attributed to the attendance and
participation of the Triple Deucers from
VictNam. You set a standard of attendance
and camaraderie that all of us from other
units will strive to achieve at future
rcunions.

Thanks a million to those of you
who took the lcad in getting your buddies
to attend - and then to insurc that all in
attendance were made to feel welcome. |t
was obviously a Triple Deuce reunion -
with the attendance of threc 2-22 company
commanders from WWII, the great number
of VietNam 2-22 guys. and the two from
the currcnt unit at Fort Drum who also
added to the focus on 2-22,

[ am counting on you to sct a new
and higher standard next year in Atlantic
City - and ! ain taking a personal challenge
1o try to beat you with 1-22 attendecs next
year. It will be hard to beat you guys but |
will follow your examplc and do my best to
insurc our meimbers from all battalions and
eras learn from your Deeds Not Words
performance in Dallas. Keep up the great
work - I'm proud of you!!

Bob Babcock - "Deeds Not Words"
1588 Asheford Drive, Atlanta, GA 300068
Tel 770-587-2383
E-mail: babcockzus ibm.com

Hero at Fire Support Base Burt

From: afn39247 cafn.org (C. Chad Hincs)
To: VIETVET222¢ JUNO.COM (John J.
Eberwine)

Date: Wed. 11 Sep 1996 22:10:45 -0400
Subject: Response to Message Lost &
l‘ound Page

llctlo Johi J. Eberwine,

Thanks for responding to my message and
for sending information regarding the
Battle of Suor Cui, The map helped
pinpoint the spot where my brother was
killed in action. The detailed reports
helped me to envision the action taking
place during the anackes)

Helow 1s @ copy ol general orders #6092
arven with has VHARD OF LSSV
NTAKR

Date Action | January 1Y68

Theater: Republic of LietNam

Reason: (or callasim iic action

July 4, 1999

Specialist Four Thomas Corbin
distinguished himself by heroic actions on
I January 1968, while serving as an
ammunition handler with C Battery, 2d
Battalion, 77th Artillery at Fire Support
Base Burt in the Republic of VietNam.
The fire support base camec under an
intcnse enemy mortar attack followed by
a heavy ground assault. Although serving
as a member of the ammunition section,
Specialist Corbin positioned himself in
front of a howitzer section which was in
serious danger of being overrun.

Thronghout the ensuing battle he
remained in his position and placed
devastating iachine gun fire upon the
assaulting  Viet Cong force. When
Specialist Corbin's position came under
hostile antomatic weapons fire from an
cnemy bunker 30 meters to their front, he
maintained his position until ordered 10
movc back to atlow the firing of bechive
rounds into the cnemy forces.

While assisting the gun crew to
mancuver their  howitzer,  Specialist
Corbin was mortally wounded by the
intensc cneny fire. Duc to Specialist
Corbin's valorous actions, the mission was
successfully completed and the enemy
altack repuised.  Specialist  Corbint's
personal bravery. aggressiveness, and
devotion to duty arc in kecping with the
highest traditions of the military service
and reflect great credit upon himself. hus
unit, the 25th Infantny Division, and the
United States Army,

After reading the history of the
battle vou sent. the missing pnzzle picces
fell into place
Thank vou for vour kinduess!

Curtis Hines P. O. Boy 1281, Cross Cits.
FL. 32628

Editors Note: SP4 Thomas Corbin’s gan
emplacenient was directly behind  the
Charlic Company 2/22 - 2™ Platoon
Armored Personnel Carrier (APC/Track)
that T was on the night of Burt, We were
probably no more thane 20 meters from
cach other while the battle raged on. and
had posstbiy shared some laughter cariic
that eventiieg, but it wok almost 29 vea.s
for Thomas™ brother, Gregory Hines, 1o
lcarn the complete details of his brother <
death and what actually happened thai
night. There are thousands and thousana-
of brothers. mothers. (athers. sisters and
chiidren our there sull watting for von
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tell them about their toved one’s last days,
hours or minutes. GET INVOLVED! -

John Eberwine
IN MEMORY OF
A2/22 KIA’s

Larry Allen Rice
Dennts John Breda
Drice Anthony Doce Corcoran
Russelt e Root
Alfted Frederick Alvarado
Frarl Russell Cobb
Michael David De Camp
Clarence Farl Drakes
Donald Tynn Me Alister
William Fugene Hargrove
Lawrence Adam Wojcik
Clavton Arthur Martin
Gilbert Thomas Beaupre
Ronald Dean King
Stephen John Whipple
Idwurd T Clenumon
[lapson Covington
Freddie Andray Blackbum
Phelon Herman Cole
Robert Risley Frvet
I arry Douglas King
Tames Thomas Davis
| ester I'reeman
Clvde Richard McAfee
Mural McDantel
Richard [.ce Bosworth
Robert S Hutchinson 11
lerome Richard Kelly
Roger Dale Pyne
Russell Hubbard Cormsh
Richard Allen Estrada
Gierald Crawlord Mull
Richard Peguero
Stanley Spikes
Cienrpe Colenian
Taseph Auge! Mena
O Ndia
Michae) Cami Doe Wittevrongel
Donald Joseph Hertrick
Dennis 1 ee McCormick
Walliam Richard Turner It
Frmes Allan Ascher
Drantel Irizarnv-Acevedo
Iohn Tanery Bladek
Toseph [awrence Logan Jr
avid Rockwell Crocker Ir
Jeriv N Creasy
[toberto Cervantes Duenas
fohn David Duncan
Wl Michael MacKan
woe U Hm Peayson
et b ard Pleath
Locer Tohn Thom
Fobert falm Zonne Jr
Prood bemb Santa-Crus

Passed Awav at Home

et by

11/04/66
(13/19/67
03/19/67
03/19/67
(09/04/67
09/04/67
09/04/67

09/04/67 |

09/04/67
09/05/67
10/14/67
10/16/97
10/25/67
11/19/67
12/15/67
12/18/67
12/29/67
01/08/68
01/08/68
01/26/68
02/04/28
02/15/68
02/15/68
02/15/68
02/15/68
02/15/68
02/16/68
02/16/68
12/16/68
04/12/68
04/13/68
(4/13/68
04/13/6%
(4/13/68
()5/13/68
05/13/68
13/13/68
03/13/68
O8/11/68
OR/19/68
09/19/68
O1/08/69
03/08/6Y
04/25/69
03712169
(3717769
08/19/69
08/19/69
(8/19/69
08/ 19/69
O8/1w/00
13100
12/18/6
(420770
03 /30/70

e
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IN MEMORY OF
B 2/22 KIA’s

Raymond Albert Bizzell
George 1lenry Haddox
[lenry Wayne Webster
Sidney Uel Goodin

Gordon William Stark
Fdward Fugene Fortenberry
[ awrence Robert Kusilek
Ronald Grant Doc Mottishaw
William Ravmond Sanders
Kenneth Ray Anderson
bavid Paul Coveny
Anderson turmer

Robert Lewis Campbell
Thomas Michael Ross
Steven Paul Linna

Terry Leo Trainor

Joseph Pat Strippoli Jr

Dan Page Vannoy

John Michacl O’Farrell
Merle James Martin
Thomas Alexander Becker
David Glenn Lovitt
Kenneth Michael Frain
Witham Howard Keeler
Alwvin Grimes

Raymond Richard Schrifrin
Donald Henry McMains Jr
John Michael Davis
Ravimond P Miller 11

| Anthony Jack Carlucci

l'razaer Thomas Dixon
Passed Away at Home
Arthur A Top Wemer

IN MEMORY OF
C 2/22 - KIA’s

Toseph Cousette

Johmm A Chambers
Doualas 1 Sulhvan
Michael Ravmond Ishman
James Fssary

I'dward Ralph Glenn Jr
Germy Wayne Lawson
Peter Barbera

Mark Delane Holte

+ Ous Lewas

Merrill Andrew MeKiflip
Charles Paul Pohlman
Res Wheller 1hightilt
RO oy e
Sl Donnellan
yenme - achind Morrell
oo Duane Utter
Gor ogene Whipple
Toseph Manuel Aragon
Fdwind Rov L ukert
Pam Arthur Memill
lackre bdward Trosper

Y

Plennmis Kex bstes

01/13/67
01/13/67
01/13/67
02/06/67
02/06/67
02/16/67
02/16/67
02/16/67
02/23/67
07/07/67
09/30/67
11/11/67
01/01/68
02/02/68
12/04/68
03/13/68
03/17/68
05/13/68
01/14/69
01/28/69
03/06/69
03/06/69
03/11/69
03/24/69
05/13/69
06/11/69
08/09/69
08/16/69
09/21/69
11/20/69
12/03/69

10/16/98

1 I/"}/()()
OH08/67
O1/08/67
01/12/67
01/17/67
01/17/67
02/08/67
02/10/67
02/10/67
02/10/67
02/10/67
02/10/67
02/12/67
02/13/67
H2/IR/67
O3/20/67
0323/67
04/08/67
04/18/67
N6/11/67
09/02/67
09/30/67
IRYARYION

John A Gibson

Robert [ucian Mlynarski
Robert Andrew Van Patten
William Carey Jancs
Thomas G Bernardy (Doc)
Jack Wayne Miller

Willie Petty Ir

Anderson 1inwood Ruderson
Kenneth foseph Grassl
Joel Kenton Brown

Lytell B Christian

David Kenncth Ditch
Todd Larl Swanson (Doc)
John Eidward Nclson
Benmjamin Allen Honeycutt
Andrew L Heider

Frmest Lee Elliott

Larmy R Kennann (Doc)
Sidney Chester Squires
David Lynn Stockman
August I'erre]l Bolt

Robert Charles Dickinson
Fred V Jurado

William Rieves Curry
Sam Joseph Favata
William Scott Watts

Gary Norman Whipple
Leon Ray Brooks

David Vernon Adams
Dwane Lonnic Adams
Paul Arron Stone

John Earl Warren Jr.... . *M~*... ..
Phillip Baily

Thomas Poldino

Robert Glenn Sckva
Duane Alan Clefisch
Frie [.ec Wallen

Garv Patrick Hershberger
John R Naughton JIr

Jack William Pomerov

Together Then July 4. 1999

11/25/67
11/25/67
11/25/67
12/20/67
01/02/68
01/02/68
01/02/68
01/13/68
01/29/68
02/18/68
03/13/68
03/13/68
03/13/08
04/13/68
(15/02/68
05/13/68
06/20/6%
06/20/68
06/20/68
06/20/68
07/01/68
07/01/68
07/01/68
07/06/68
07/21/68
11721768
12/04/68
12/17/68
01/714/69
01/14/69
01/14/69
01/14/69
03/11/69
03/11/69
06/11/69
08/30/69
08/30/69
11/25/69
11/25/6¢
11/25/69

*M* - Awarded Medal of 1Honor

Passed Away at Home

Joluy W Hiismenrer 67-68
Steven 12 Tvler 66-67

Jim Wagner 66-67

Robeit 1. Ked Dodd 67-08
James 1D Sanmy Kay Ir 67-68
Daonald Shackett 2?2

IN HONOR OF
D 2/22 KIA's

Wilter Sturucon

IN HONOR OF
HHC 2/22 KIA®

Brannon HDeac Meek

Woone Thamas Doc Provencher

Lgaes

{2/04775
O1/01/8Y
07/29790
04/G1790
00/18/9%

DT

(2723164

[RERE

ARSI

.
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IN HONOR OF
RECON 2/22 KIA’s

Michael Gerald Peterson 10/26/66
Thomas Ralph Murphy 11/06/66
Willram David Doe 1ambert 12/07/66
Frank Monroc Murphy 12/07/66
Michael Francis Smith 03/18/67
Houston ClitYord Boy Jr 01/02/68
Marvin Dewayn Canterbury 02/23/68
James Prederick Uttermark 02/23/68

IN HONOR OF
TRIPLE DEUCE (2/22) KIA’s
WHOSF COMPANY IS
UNKNOWN at PRESENT

Tohn Gaylealon Davis 11724167
Milbird Wade Farbro 11/24/67
Richard Howard Parker 11/24/67
Raymond Perer 11/24/67
Willtm John Tschumi 11/24/67
Carl {eonard Carlson 04/12/68
Rockford Grey Everett 04/12/68
Joseph Wilham Stort 04/13/68

Perhaps someone who reads this
can shed more light on what Company
these men were with,

Please, if vou think therc are
more KIA’s than I have listed. please let
me know and also if von think | have
someone listed who does not belong. let
me know that. Alsoe. if you are aware of
any men who passed away after returning
from  VietNam  please send me  the
information

Pd like to thank cach and every
min who, for the past 2 vears have

Together Then.............

contributed to the addition of names to onr

RIA hist BEven though these men have
their nnmes ciched on the Wall, by listing
them here o our newsletter: it reminds us
Frimwes asear Lo stop and reflect on their
sacrifice and how truly fortunate the rest of
us are to be alive

Thank vou - John Eberwine

The Moving Wall

The Moving VietNam Memorial
Wall is coming to Mays Landing, New
Jersey on Sunday, Avgost 8, 1999 until
Saturdav,  Aovgust 14, 1999 Mays
tanding is just 12 miles West of Atlantic
'itv. New Jersey,

Some facts about the Wall;

The Wall only travels to twenty-five
(25 cities each vear:

Fhe person who designed the Wall,
fohn Devitt, made it hadf scale and lived

Together Again!........... Thanks for Being There & Welcome Home!

in his automobile for approximately six
(6) months to complete it;

The Wall draws between 75,000 and
115,000 people wherever it is displayed;

In over nine (9) vears on display,
there has never been one incident of
trouble recorded.

Contact me if you’d like to visit the
Wall at any time it is herc and P’ll be
glad to meet vou there.

John Eberwine 609-653-3025

LOST IN DALLAS

At the Dallis reunion I did one of
the most stupid things 1've ever done in
my life. T had brought to Dallas a 25th
Infantry  Tropic  Lightning  VietNam
yearbhook from 1 Oct 1967 to I Oct 1968
that belonged to an old buddy who had
lent it to me last year,

When Ibrought the book downstairs
to return it, 1 got distracted by many
new faces and must have set the book
down and did not ever remember to pick
it back up and return it, Consequently,
I am not able now to return this
treasured keepsake to my friend.

If anyone found this book and
picked it up to safeguard it until the
rightful owner could comec forward,
please let me know immediately. 1 fecl
terrible about the loss and would like to
return it to my friend as soon as possible.

There is a lot of sentiment attached
to that book, as you may well know, and
I can not rest until it’s found.

Pleasc look through vour items to
sec if you have safeguirded it for me.

Thank vou - John Eberwine

I Must Close Now!

Norman Nishikubo has been beating
me to death to get the newsletter to him
so he may get it copied and out in the
mil. There were so many stories and
articles that I've saved some for the next
newsletter. If you don’t see your article
in this newsletter. please forgive me
(John Clemente I haven’t forgotien vour
story), T want to thank evervone from
the hottom of my heart for their stories
and reminiscences of the reunion that
they have sent to me. Bob Babeock has
been pleading with folks ¢o send himn
stories for the fast two vears and now |
have o small  surplus,  I'm not
complaining!!!! Keep them coming!

l
?
i

July 4, 1999
SEE YA IN ATLANTIC CITY!

Officers of the VietNam Triple Deuce

Bill Allison, President 8201 Harrogate Hill,

Montgomery, Al. 36117 Tel 334-244-0407
E-mail - ¢6_222% balisouth net

Al Wetzel, A-VP 65-15 Chaparral In,
Lithonia, GA 30038 Tel 770482-1865
F-mail - a6 222bgred@mindspring. com

Bob Price, B-VP 1811 Gardenia Ave N, North
Merrick, NY 11566 Tcl 516-623-9253
E-Mail - bob222bcoi@aol.com

Gordon Kelley, C-VP Route 182 Box 216,
Cherrytield, ML 04622 Tel 207-546-2892
E-mail - gikelley%rnemaine.com

Ed Schult, HHC-VP 8043 Chaucer D,
Weekiwachee, 'L 34607 Tel 352-597-1939
E-mail - spateway@atlantic.net

Iric Opsahl, Recon-VP 5303 Dennis Drive,
McFarland, WL 53558 ‘Tel 608-838-422K 1-
mail - cpopsahl@anl.com

Jim Nelson, Secretary 815 N 9% St incoln,
KS 67435 Tel 783-524-4697

Note: New Treasurer - Mail $10 dues and
make check payable to: John Lewis 1692
30" Ave, Saint Charles, IA 50240 Tel 515-
396-2701) E-manl - jbkemmelidnelins. net

Kenn Smith, Judge Advocate PO Box 22012,
Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 Tel 610-264-7682 1 -
mail archstecte/ el msn.con

Joe Skt Kasparek, Chaplain PO Box 39
Browns Mills, NI OROTS Tel 609-893-3970

Trustees:
Jim Froest, Yohn Miedema, Norman Nishikubo
Terry Rudistll, Teddy Manley, John Clemente.
Peter Tolt & B3ob Rossow

Sometimes. in my very, very rare, hui
very deep and troublesome periods. |
wonder, if it isn'l those who have
made the supremv sacrifice, wio will
sleep _soundly and  peacefuldly,
erernity. while the rest of us wili
always feel the tearing at the hear
ancd hear the swhispering in the mise

Jor

i John Eberwine

Thanks for Being There & Welcome
Home!



